
Newsletter for January 2020 

Hope you’ve had a very Happy Christmas and we wish you a very Happy New Year. 

We have had another amazing year where we hit our 100,000th teddy sent out in the past seven 

years.  This is a milestone for us, something that we never even thought about until Gill, our lovely 

Treasurer who keeps count of everything! – said that we had sent over 90,000.  And so we were 

determined to hit the magic number with our recent shipment to Syria.  Our 100,000th teddy was 

called Liam and came from the South Devon High School in Paignton.  I’m in touch with the school 

and plan to go and visit them in the New 

Year.  

And thanks to you with your 

wonderful support and enthusiasm 

we did it!!  Wow, that’s a lot of 

teddies over the years and the 

thought of 100,000 children 

receiving them is just wonderful. 

Now we have had a short break over 

Christmas and the New Year which all our 

wonderful, hard working and dedicated 

volunteers so richly deserve.  Our first 

shipment of 2020 will be on the 8th of January when we will be sending teddies to children in camps 

in Greece and also South Africa.  Lin, our new Chairman and her husband Ian, are visiting in January 

and will be helping distribute teddies to children in the townships and rape crises centres. 

We have been so touched and grateful for your generous donations and fund raising efforts on our 

behalf throughout the year.   One of the 

biggest events we had in June was 

organised and hosted by Sophia 

Neill and her husband Robin at their 

beautiful Black Mountain Barns just 

outside Longtown in Powys.  It was 

run over the weekend of the 14th to 

15th June with two famous and 

exclusive Fashion companies 

exhibiting.  Georgina von Etzdorf 

and Jimmy Doherty – GVE&Co. – 

who brought the most beautiful 

printed fabrics for interiors, silky 

pyjamas and robes and limited 

editions of original artworks and Melanie von Pfetten-Arnbach with her lovely 

every day and special occasion jewellery.  Both companies generously donated 



a percentage of their sales to the Teddy Trust thereby raising an amazing £932.  

We are so grateful to Georgina, Jimmy and Melanie for their huge generosity in 

exhibiting their wonderful items and also to Sophia and Robin for their great 

kindness and support in hosting such a lovely event.  Bye the way, if you need a 

restful break in beautiful surrounding with lovely hosts,  I can highly 

recommend Black Mountain Barns! 

By holding these events for us you enable us to pay for shipments of teddies to children suffering in 

many parts of the world.  

Your gorgeous teddies continue to 

pour in every week but we are still 

getting many hundreds of 

toys we cannot use including 

Disney characters, dolls, and 

monsters and even nylon pillows!   

These are hard for us to get rid of 

and cause a lot of extra work.  

There are lots of photos on our 

website and facebook page which 

show exactly what you can send us.  

Our ethos is to send comfort in the 

form of a soft cuddly teddy and we don’t see these teddies as ‘toys’.  They have an important job to 

do for a suffering child and a nylon pillow or scary monster doesn’t do that.  These children just 

get one gift from us and we try and make every one special – they have nothing else. 

We had a beautiful letter recently from Gerry, a former soldier, which says it all and Gerry absolutely 

‘gets’ what we are about and has given us permission to share the letter with you.  Its very heart 

warming but also quite bleak as he suffered badly as a child but do please read it, with a box of 

tissues beside you!  It touched us deeply.  

All your letters are touching, some from bereaved families who send us their lost child’s beloved 

teddy in the knowledge that it will go on to comfort another child in distress.  Maybe that knowledge 

can help bring a little healing into your own lives too.  

We try to put up as many of your names as 

possible on our website and facebook page 

and if you send us an email address I’ll try 

to let you know that your teddies have 

arrived safely.  Sharon does a wonderful 

job with facebook and we sometimes get 

thousands of hits in a day when she posts 

our news.  Please let your friends and 

neighbours know about us and, if you can, 

get collecting or fundraising.    Every penny 

you send us goes to pay for our shipments 

and we rely entirely on your donations to 

do that We are all volunteers at the Teddy  



 

Trust, none of us is paid so you can be sure where your money goes.  You can donate through our 

safe link to CAF – Charities Aid Foundation – and please let us know if we can Gift Aid it.  You will 

receive an automated confirmation of your donation.   

Another big fundraiser for the year was Emily Leighton who made the most 

amazing badges which she sold at her school event before Christmas.  Kate, 

her Mum, got in touch and Emily managed to raise £180 with her brilliant 

idea which her Dad,  Martin who is the Director of Corporate Finance at  

Great Portland Estates in London, then matched with a donation of £250 

from the company.  What a SUPERSTAR Emily is and again, we are so grateful 

for her wonderful support. 

 

We have big plans for the coming 

year.  We want to increase the 

number of shipments, with your 

help of course, so please keep 

sending us wonderful teddies.  We 

are also planning to change our 

logo and are working on that now 

to make it more eye catching  and 

relevant to what we do.  And with 

that change will come the launch of 

our new website in the spring.  

That’s something we’re very 

excited about as we get hundreds 

of ‘hits’ every week and its where 

people like you can find out about our work and become involved. 

So I wish you all a Very Happy New Year and please continue to support our work and Never 

Underestimate the Healing Power of Teddy!! 

With our very best wishes, 

Ellie and the Teddy Trust Team! 

 


