
The Teddy Trust is heading towards our 100,000th teddy!! 

In the past year we have sent out 29,000 teddies which is the highest number we’ve ever 

managed to send in one year.  And its all down to you for donating your lovely teddies and 

other soft cuddly animals. 

We moved in December and are now settled opposite B&Q in Leominster where we have 

lovely warm, dry premises kindly supplied by Dale Ltd and generously paid for by Angela 

Lloyd who we found through Rotary.  We count ourselves very lucky as we have so many 

supporters and people helping and a great team of volunteers who regularly give of their 

time and energy.  We have so much fun packing and sorting the lovely cuddlies you send – 

thank you so much and please keep them coming. 

Lin, our secretary and a Trustee, visited South Africa with her husband Ian at the 

beginning of this year and met many of the children receiving teddies from us.  Lin told us 

a story of a little boy who had been given one of our teddies and whose Mummy was in 

hospital with TB.  He couldn’t visit her and so sent her his teddy through his Granny saying 

how much he loved her and that he loved his teddy but wanted her to have him for a 

while.  It’s a very special little story and touched us all deeply.  

Last week we had a visit from the BBC and the result is this short film about our work and 

the effect it has on the children we send to.  You can also find the link on our website 

www.teddytrust.org.uk   

https://www.dropbox.com/s/3k67r5xvo50ddid/teddy%20twitter.mp4?dl=0 

We have increased our shipments quite considerably during the past year and our fund 

raising efforts continue for us to be able to pay for these shipments.  We are run entirely by 

volunteers, none of us is paid, and so every penny we raise or you donate is used to ship the 

teddies.  We now donate to children in around 15 countries as we are also working with 

Physionet, a charity that supplies hospital equipment to countries such as Zimbabwe, Nepal 

and Sierra Leone.  

Our next big shipment to Syria is planned for the autumn and we hope to 

reach our 100,000th teddy for that consignment. It’s a very exciting milestone 

for us especially when I think that it started seven years ago with one little 

teddy I sent to one little girl – Honour – who had suffered the most appalling 

abuse.  And here we are, coming up to 100,000 teddies!   

I never cease to be amazed by the goodwill, kindness and generosity of the British public – I 

know we talk about ‘donor fatigue’ but that doesn’t apply to teddies!  So please keep 

sending them and we’ll fill that container in September for the children of Syria who 

continue to suffer from the terrible war.  We hear the news from our partners who we send 

to, the Syria Relief and Development organisation about the continuing atrocities being 

inflicted on innocent children and their families.  The SRD run several hospitals in Syria and 

some have suffered very badly from bombing, but their brave aid workers continue to 

take aid into the country and we hear from them how much the children love to receive a 
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soft, cuddly teddy from us.  Thank you for all the lovely messages you send with the 

teddies, we read each one, and they make us smile and we know that the love you send 

goes with the teddy. 

So please spread the word – to your local schools, play groups, churches, WI’s and any 

other groups you can think of.  We are very careful with what we send and there are lots of 

photos on the website where you can see what we like and don’t like so do have a look at 

that before you donate and let others know too please.  If you’re in doubt, then send us a 

photo and we can let you know.  No monsters, one eyed creatures, no hard mechanisms or 

anything that makes a noise, no branded toys, no dolls, animals with big eyes or scary faces, 

no pigs, no knitted toys, no snakes or nylon things like pillows please.  Just teddies and other 

soft cuddly animals please. And they need to be clean and in good condition too.  We want 

to make every teddy special for the children we send to as sometimes it’s the only thing 

they have.   

You can also donate through our safe online CAF (Charities Aid Foundation) button on the 

website and if you can hold a fundraising event for the Teddy Trust that would be 

wonderful!  Let us know of any brilliant ideas you come up with!! 

We intend to celebrate in style when we get our 100,000th teddy and it may 

be the one you send and that will be very special.  And it will go to a child in 

Syria. 

Thank you again for all your support and help and loveliness,  

With our very best wishes, 

Ellie and the Teddy Trust Team. 


