
 
Newsletter - March 25, 2017 

 
Dear Supporter, 
 
Last year we sent over 20,000 teddies around the world to children suffering the horrors of war or 
sexual abuse.    This year we've already sent teddies to many children in Romania through the Hope 
Carriers Trust and have a large shipment of 10,000 teddies to go to Kurdistan again.   
 
You may have heard about the horrors that the Yazidi people have suffered at the hands of Isis 
where many of them were driven up Mount Sinjar only to face certain starvation.  Their choice was 
to stay on the mountain and die or return to their villages and die at the hands of Isis.   
 
Now many of the survivors are living in camps in Kurdistan and in villages in Iraq.  Conditions 
are very difficult for most of them but our teddies managed to get through at the beginning of this 
year.  Through Chris Mack we have had photos of children receiving their teddies and Chris has told 
me how much the teddies mean to these children.  Please see enclosed photo.  Chris was there 
when the teddies were handed out and was moved to tears by what he saw and the joy of the 
children when they met their teddies.  Teddies have also been delivered to South Africa last month - 
enclosed photo - and we plan to send another 1000 in April. 
 
Teddies keep arriving in their hundreds every week at our storage in Kingsland from all around the 
UK.  We've even had teddies being sent from Australia, and at the end of last year the company 
White Stuff set up collections from many of their stores which resulted in thousands more 
arriving.  We had 1100 sent from Guernsey.  They arrived via Sealink in Poole and I found a lovely 
haulage company in Hereford, Aurthur Spriggs, who brought them to us - all for free!  The kindness 
of people never ceases to astound me!  We also have schools, colleges, academies, churches, play 
groups and nurseries across the country sending us their teddies which are collected in their 
thousands. 
 
Then there's DHL.  What can I say!  They've taken the Teddy Trust to their hearts and are currently 
collecting at all their major depots around the country.  Last year Suzanne Robinson set up 
collections in the Nottingham area and ended up driving down with over 6000 teddies.  In fact, 
Suzanne and her team and James Parkinson from Boots and his team, have been responsible for 
bringing us thousands over the past two years that DHL and Boots have been supporting us.  Last 
summer, Suzanne was nominated by the company for a Community Heroes Award for her work with 
the Teddy Trust and invited me up to the reception held in Oxford.  That was such an exciting day 
and Suzanne was runner up in the awards.  This year, we have been featured by DHL in their in-
house magazine which goes to over 30,000 employees across the company - see attachment. 
 
When we were asked last year to send 10,000 teddies to Kurdistan we were assured of almost free 
transport.  However, sadly, this arrangement has now fallen through.  Subsequently the dispatch 
date has been delayed and we are now urgently seeking funds of £5,000 to pay for this shipment 
ourselves. 
 
Its the perennial problem that all charities face.  We do, however, manage to do everything on a 
shoe string.  Our storage is free, we recycle every box we can get our hands on, all our supporters 
either send or bring teddies to us and we get free tape and labels from Roundabout Stationery in 
Leominster.  And of course, we are all volunteers here at the Teddy Trust.  
 



We continue to receive a free shipment to Syria every year from our great friends KMB Shipping 
and their MD Kevin Jones and founder Keith Balmer are our greatest sponsors and supporters.  In 
fact, Keith can often be found collecting teddies around the Midlands and bringing them to us in 
their thousands.  KMB have even brought teddies over from Northern Ireland for us! 
 
But now we need your help please.  The teddies are ready to go.  Once we have the £5000 we can 
organise the shipping container and get the teddies to children in Kurdistan.  We have a 'donate' 
button on our website - www.teddytrust.org.uk which is completely safe and run through CAF - the 
Charities Aid Foundation - or you can send a cheque to us here at The Teddy Trust, Pudding Cottage, 
Eardisley, Herefordshire, HR3 6LT and please make it payable to The Teddy Trust.   
 
I can't tell you how much joy and comfort our teddies can bring to suffering children.  We know from 
the reports we get from the Syria Relief and Development organisation what they mean to the 
children.  Children who have seen and suffered so much in their lives, like the ones who live in 
Aleppo - see photos attached - where our teddies have been delivered recently.  But its only through 
the great kindness and generosity of people like you that we can do this. 
 
So please help us to get this big shipment to Kurdistan next month.  Every donation you send will go 
towards the shipment costs.  Everything else we beg or borrow!   
 
With many thanks and our very best wishes, 
 
Ellie and the Teddy Team! 
 

 
 

www.teddytrust.org.uk   
 

http://www.teddytrust.org.uk/






 
 


